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SUBJECT: EMERGENCY RELIEE FOR ZIMBABWEAN REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA 
REE: A. STATE 43637; B. GABORONE 476; C. 2 FAM 60-66.8 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH 2 FAM 60, 1 HEREBY DETERMINE THAT THE 
RECENT AND INCREASING INFLUX OF REFUGEES INTO BOTSWANA CONS- 
TITUTES A MAN-MADE DISASTER OF MAGNITUDE AND SEVERITY SUFFI- 
CIENT TO QUALIFY FOR EMERGENCY DISASTER ASSISTANCE. THE GOB 
HAS URGENTLY REQUESTED SUCH ASSISTANCE FOR 500 REFUGEES; THE 
REQUEST AND THE NEED WERE CONFIRMED BY UN ASST. SECGEN FARAH 
IN BRIEFING FEBRUARY 27 ON HIS MISSION'S BINDING GIVEN DIP- 
LOMATIC CORPS. (EYE FARAH DESCRIBED CONDITIONS AS "APPALLING" 
AND NEED EOR EMERGENCY TENT ACCOMMODATIONS AS "URGENT". HE 
SAID MORE THAN 1250 REFUGEES ARE IN FRANCISTOWN CAMP BUILT 

TO CARE FOR 250: GOB PLANS MOVE UP TO 500 OF THESE TO SRLF.BI- 
PIKWE ASAP. 

2. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE AT THIS DISTANCE TO ASCERTAIN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE TOTAL VALUE OF THE TENTS AND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT 
(PLUS AIR EREIGHT) REQUESTED BY UNMISSION, UNHCR AND 
GOK (REF B). TENTS MIGHT BE AVAILABLE IN AFRICA OR 
EUROPE WHICH WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE THE COST OE 
AIR EREIGHT. ASSUME TOTAL COST F.O.B. SELEBI-PIKWE 
WILL NOT EXCEED 25,000 DOLLARS. ASYG EARAH SAID GOB 
HAS BEGUN CLEARING GROUND FOR TENT SITES NEAR SELEBI- 
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PIKWE. UNHCR IS FINANCING SITE PREPARATION (SELEBI- 
PIKWE REPORTEDLY SELECTED BECAUSE OF ASPHALT AIRPORT 
RUNWAY, SECURITY AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS). 

3. PLEASE NOTE THAT, ACCORDING TO PRESENT PLANS, THIS 
ASSISTANCE COULD BE ADMINISTERED UNDER OVER ALT, DIREC- 
TION OF UNHCR. IT WOULD NOT BE EARMARKED FOR OR LIM- 
ITED TO ZIMBABWEANS, ALTHOUGH AT THE PRESENT TIME THEY 
WOULD COMPRISE THE VAST MAJORITY OF REFUGEES BEING 
ASSISTED. THE GO WOULD PROPOSE TO MAKE THIS TEMPOR- 
ARY HOUSING AVAILABLE TO ANY REFUGEES ON AN AS-NEEDED 
BASIS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: TO ENABLE UNHCR/GOB TO BEGIN 
BUILDING TENT FOUNDATIONS, INFORMATION ON (A) TENT 
SIZES AND (B) WHETHER US CAN PROVIDE THEM IS STILL 
REQUIRED BY OPENING OF BUSINESS MARCH 2. 

NORLAND 
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